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This book is a photographic journey of the synagogues of Manhattan, New Y ork. The journey beginsin
1654, when a ship carrying the first group of Jewsto inhabit North Americalanded on asmall island off the
Atlantic coast, known to the Lenape Indians as 'Manhattan.' This group of Sephardic Jews had been forced to
leave Brazil when the Portuguese captured it from the Dutch, bringing the Spanish Inquisition with them.
Through a series of mishaps, of the 2,000 Jews fleeing Brazil, one particular ship carrying twenty-three Jews
was inadvertently diverted to Manhattan Island. These Jews took root and in 1682 established Manhattan's
first synagogue, Shearith Israel. Since that time, New Y ork has been home and haven to millions of Jews.
Over the next two hundred years, small groups of Jews from around the world began immigrating to New
York City. The year 1881 marked the beginning of the largest immigration wave to the United States. Many
blamed the assassination of Alexander Il of Russia on "the Jews," and anti-Semitic prejudices triggered
numerous anti-Jewish pogroms and anti-Jewish laws. Over three million Jews left Europe to find refuge in
America, with more than amillion settling in New Y ork, particularly in Manhattan's Lower East Side. New
Y ork’s Jewish population increased from 80,000 in 1880 to 1,600,000 by 1920. As of 2001, 1.97 million
Jews livein the New Y ork City Metropolitan Area. Outside Israel, New Y ork City has the world's largest
Jewish community. Approximately twelve percent of all peopleliving in New Y ork City's five boroughs are
Jewish or of Jewish descent, and an even higher percent, twenty-one percent, of Manhattan's 1,585,873
residents are Jewish. Manhattan's Synagogues cover the gamut of Jewish diversity, from enormous to quaint,
ultraorthodox to reform, Ashkenazi to Sephardic, and wealthy to ‘just skimming by." Some are traditional,
while others serve predominantly gay, lesbian and trans-sexual members. Some cost thousands of dollars a
year to join, while others are free. Some are housed in huge Gothic style edifices, while others are struggling
in storefronts, sharing space in churches, or simply gathering in private apartments. Y et all have the essential
Jewish vibrancy, joy, and ideal s that Judaism radiates. And, all congregations share the desire to preserve
Judaism's ancient and sacred heritage, to inspire the children, to follow tradition, and most of all, to praise
and honor G-d. It could not be mere coincidence that Manhattan, the tiny island where Jews first set foot in
North America over 350 years ago, and where Jews have been permitted to thrive ever since, would become
the largest and most prosperous city in all America. For isit not written - The Lord said to Abram: "And |
will bless those who bless you," "And all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you." Bereishis -
Genesis - Chapter 12:2-3.
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From reader reviews:
L oraine Brown:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students as they are till students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Synagogues of Manhattan, New
York. All type of book would you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet options or other
social media

Mary Grays.

This book untitled Synagogues of Manhattan, New Y ork to be one of several booksin which best seller in
thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will
easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it viaonline. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Roberta L awrence:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Synagogues of Manhattan, New Y ork can be your answer because it can be
read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Anne Simons:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Synagogues of Manhattan, New Y ork this e-book consist alot of the
information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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