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Amid the disintegration of the Kingdom of Italy in the eleventh and twelfth centuries, a new form of
collective government--the commune--arose in the cities of northern and central Italy. Sleepwalking into a
New World takes a bold new look at how these autonomous city-states came about, and fundamentally alters
our understanding of one of the most important political and cultural innovations of the medieval world.

Chris Wickham provides richly textured portraits of three cities--Milan, Pisa, and Rome--and sets them
against a vibrant backcloth of other towns. He argues that, in all but a few cases, the elites of these cities and
towns developed one of the first nonmonarchical forms of government in medieval Europe, unaware that
they were creating something altogether new. Wickham makes clear that the Italian city commune was by no
means a democracy in the modern sense, but that it was so novel that outsiders did not know what to make of
it. He describes how, as the old order unraveled, the communes emerged, governed by consular elites
"chosen by the people," and subject to neither emperor nor king. They regularly fought each other, yet they
grew organized and confident enough to ally together to defeat Frederick Barbarossa, the German emperor,
at the Battle of Legnano in 1176.

Sleepwalking into a New World reveals how the development of the autonomous city-state took place, which
would in the end make possible the robust civic culture of the Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Brown:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Sleepwalking into a New World: The
Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures) as the daily
resource information.

Mary Wing:

This book untitled Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the
Twelfth Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Larry Parrish:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth
Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures).

Otis Key:

Beside this kind of Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the
Twelfth Century (The Lawrence Stone Lectures) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Sleepwalking into a New World: The Emergence of Italian City Communes in the Twelfth Century (The
Lawrence Stone Lectures) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have



book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!
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