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The heart is the most symbolic organ of the human body. Across cultures it is seen as the site of emotions, as
well as the origin of life. We feel emotions in the heart, from the heart-stopping sensation of romantic love to
the crushing sensation of despair.

And yet since the nineteenth century the heart has been redefined in medical terms as a pump, an organ
responsible for the circulation of the blood. Emotions have been removed from the heart as an active site of
influence and towards the brain. It is the brain that is the organ most commonly associated with emotion in
the modern West.

So why, then, do the emotional meanings of the heart linger? Why do many transplantation patients believe
that the heart, for instance, can transmit memories and emotions and why do we still refer to emotions as
"heartfelt?"

We cannot answer these questions without reference to the history of the heart as both physical organ and
emotional symbol. Matters of the Heart traces the ways emotions have been understood between the
seventeenth and nineteenth centuries as both physical entities and spiritual experiences. With reference to
historical interpretations of such key concepts as gender, emotion, subjectivity and the self, it also addresses
the shifting relationship from heart to brain as competing centers of emotion in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Jackson:

The book Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Matters
of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like start and read a book Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Ann Yoho:

This book untitled Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Soledad Neeley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion.

David Gonzales:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get prior to. The Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life
on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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