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African American writers have incorporated Martin Luther King Jr. into their work since he rose to
prominence in the mid-1950s. Martin Luther King Jr., Heroism, and African American Literature is a study
by award-winning author Trudier Harris of King’s character and persona as captured and reflected in works
of African American literature continue to evolve.
 
One of the most revered figures in American history, King stands above most as a hero. His heroism, argues
Harris, is informed by African American folk cultural perceptions of heroes. Brer Rabbit, John the Slave,
Stackolee, and Railroad Bill—folk heroes all—provide a folk lens through which to view King in
contemporary literature. Ambiguities and issues of morality that surround trickster figures also surround
King. Nonconformist traits that define Stackolee and Railroad Bill also inform King’s life and literary
portraits. Defiance of the law, uses of indirection, moral lapses, and bad habits are as much a part of the folk-
transmitted biography of King as they are a part of writers’ depictions of him in literary texts.
 
Harris first demonstrates that during the Black Arts Movement of the 1960s, when writers such as Nikki
Giovanni, Sonia Sanchez, and LeRoi Jones (Amiri Baraka) were rising stars in African American poetry,
King’s philosophy of nonviolence was out of step with prevailing notions of militancy (Black Power), and
their literature reflected that division.
 
In the quieter times of the 1970s and 1980s and into the twenty-first century, however, treatments of King
and his philosophy in African American literature changed. Writers who initially rejected him and
nonviolence became ardent admirers and boosters, particularly in the years following his assassination. By
the 1980s, many writers skeptical about King had reevaluated him and began to address him as a fallen hero.
To the most recent generation of writers, such as Katori Hall, King is fair game for literary creation, no
matter what those portrayals may reveal, to a point where King has become simply another source of
reference for creativity.
 
Collectively these writers, among many others, illustrate that Martin Luther King Jr. provides one of the
strongest influences upon the creative worlds of multiple generations of African American writers of varying
political and social persuasions.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Fox:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Martin Luther King Jr., Heroism, and
African American Literature.

Richard Perkins:

This Martin Luther King Jr., Heroism, and African American Literature is great book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Martin Luther King Jr., Heroism, and African American Literature in your hand like
having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world in
ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Jerry Gunnell:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Martin Luther King Jr., Heroism, and African American Literature offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Faye Pearson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Martin Luther King Jr., Heroism, and African American Literature
was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book



which you wanted.
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