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"An institution is the lengthened shadow of one man," Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote--and in this book,
the leading scholar of New England literary culture looks at the long shadow Emerson himself has cast, and
at his role and significance as a truly American institution. On the occasion of Emerson's 200th birthday,
Lawrence Buell revisits the life of the nation's first public intellectual and discovers how he became a
"representative man."

Born into the age of inspired amateurism that emerged from the ruins of pre-revolutionary political,
religious, and cultural institutions, Emerson took up the challenge of thinking about the role of the United
States alone and in the world. With characteristic authority and grace, Buell conveys both the style and
substance of Emerson's accomplishment--in his conception of America as the transplantation of Englishness
into the new world, and in his prodigious work as writer, religious thinker, and philosopher. Here we see
clearly the paradoxical key to his success, the fierce insistence on independence that acted so magnetically
upon all around him. Steeped in Emerson's writings, and in the life and lore of the America of his day,
Buell's book is as individual--and as compelling--as its subject. At a time when Americans and non-
Americans alike are struggling to understand what this country is, and what it is about, Emerson gives us an
answer in the figure of this representative American, an American for all, and for all times.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Smith:

The book Emerson can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave the best thing like a book Emerson? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Emerson has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can search the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Smith:

This book untitled Emerson to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Dennis Bryant:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Emerson
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then
become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Emerson giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Marian Storie:

This Emerson is new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger
of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this Emerson can be the light food in your case because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel
tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can
find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life in addition to knowledge.
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