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Antony and Cleopatra dramatizes a major event in world history: the founding of the Roman Empire. The
future first emperor, Octavius Caesar (later called Augustus Caesar), cold-bloodedly manipulates other
characters and exercises iron control over himself.

At first, he shares power with Mark Antony, Rome’s preeminent military leader, and the weaker Lepidus.
Caesar needs Antony to fend off other Roman strongmen like Pompey; he even offers his sister Octavia to
him as a bride, despite Antony’s reputation as a libertine and his past rivalry with Caesar. Once Caesar
defeats Pompey, however, he needs no allies. He brings charges against Lepidus, denies Antony his spoils
from Pompey’s defeat, and seizes cities in the eastern Roman colonies that Antony rules.

The play’s emphasis, however, is on those whom Caesar defeats: Antony and his wealthy Egyptian ally,
Queen Cleopatra. The play does not sugarcoat Antony and Cleopatra’s famous love affair, including her
calculated attempts to seduce Antony from his duties and his rage when he thinks she has betrayed him to
Caesar. Nonetheless, the lovers find such sensual and emotional satisfaction that Caesar’s world conquest
seems smaller than what they find in each other.

The authoritative edition of Antony and Cleopatra from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and
widely used Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play

-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play

-Scene-by-scene plot summaries

-A key to the play’s famous lines and phrases

-An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language

-An essay by a leading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play

-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books

-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Cynthia Marshall

The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of
Shakespeare’s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to
exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:

William Davis:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Antony and Cleopatra (Folger
Shakespeare Library) to read.

Pauline Lipman:

This Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library) without we realize teach the one who reading
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Antony and Cleopatra (Folger
Shakespeare Library) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare
Library) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Clarence Danner:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library) can be your answer because it
can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Sandra Lester:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Antony and Cleopatra (Folger Shakespeare Library) this book consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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