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Since the middle of the nineteenth century, sobriety movements have flourished in America during periods
of social and economic crisis. From the boisterous working-class temperance meetings of the 1840s to the
quiet beginnings of Alcoholics Anonymous in the 1930s, alcoholics have banded together for mutual
support. Each time they have developed new ways of telling their stories, and in the process they have
shaped how Americans think about addiction, the self, and society.

In this book Eoin Cannon illuminates the role that sobriety movements have played in placing notions of
personal and societal redemption at the heart of modern American culture. He argues against the dominant
scholarly perception that recovery narratives are private and apolitical, showing that in fact the genre's
conventions turn private experience to public political purpose. His analysis ranges from neglected social
reformer Helen Stuart Campbell's embrace of the "gospel rescue missions" of postbellum New York City to
William James's use of recovery stories to consider the regenerative capabilities of the mind, to writers such
as Upton Sinclair and Djuna Barnes, who used this narrative form in much different ways.

Cannon argues that rather than isolating recovery from these realms of wider application, the New Deal–era
Alcoholics Anonymous refitted the "drunkard's conversion" as a model of selfhood for the liberal era,
allowing for a spiritual redemption story that could accommodate a variety of identities and compulsions. He
concludes by considering how contemporary recovery narratives represent both a crisis in liberal democracy
and a potential for redemptive social progress.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Pitts:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Saloon and the
Mission: Addiction, Conversion, and the Politics of Redemption in American Culture? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Patrick Oneil:

The particular book The Saloon and the Mission: Addiction, Conversion, and the Politics of Redemption in
American Culture has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Mary Banks:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Saloon and the Mission:
Addiction, Conversion, and the Politics of Redemption in American Culture that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way
for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Saloon and the Mission:
Addiction, Conversion, and the Politics of Redemption in American Culture become your starter.

Eric Sanders:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely The Saloon and the Mission: Addiction, Conversion, and the Politics
of Redemption in American Culture. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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