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This major study of the father of modern sociology explores the intimate relationship between the events of
Max Weber's personal history and the development of his thought. When it was first published in 1970, Paul
Roazen described The Iron Cage as "an example of the history of ideas at its very best"; while Robert A.
Nisbet said that "we learn more about Weber's life in this volume than from any other in the English
language."

Weber's life and work developed in reaction to the rigidities of familial and social structures in Imperial
Germany. In his youth he was torn by irreconcilable tensions between the Bismarckian authoritarianism of
his father and the ethical puritanism of his mother. These tensions led to a psychic crisis when, in his thirties,
he expelled his father (who died soon thereafter) from his house. His reaction to the collapse of the European
social order before and during World War I was no less personal and profound. It is the triumph of Professor
Mitzman's approach that he convincingly demonstrates how the internalizing of these severe experiences led
to Weber's pessimistic vision of the future as an "iron cage" and to such seminal ideas as the notion of
charisma and the concept of the Protestant ethic and its connection with the spirit of capitalism. The author's
thesis also serves as a vehicle for describing the social, political, and personal plight of the European
bourgeois intellectual of Weber's generation.

In synthesizing Weber's life and thought, Arthur Mitzman has expanded and refined our understanding of
this central twentieth-century figure. As Lewis Coser writes in the preface, until now "there has been little
attempt to bring together the work and the man, to show the ways in which Weber's cognitive intentions, his
choice of problems, were linked with the details of his personal biography. Arthur Mitzman fills this gap
brilliantly."
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From reader reviews:

Bert Gomes:

This The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber without we comprehend
teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The iron
cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber can bring when you are and not make your handbag space
or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This The iron
cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Bell:

This The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber are generally reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max
Weber can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food
but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber forcing you to have an enormous
of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Timmy Gallegos:

The book The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber has a lot associated with on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after looking over this book.

Jake Harris:

This The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having The iron cage: An historical interpretation of Max Weber in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic
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