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Throughout his prolific career, John Mellencamp has performed more than twenty Top 40 hits, has been
nominated for thirteen Grammy Awards, and has been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Hits
like "Jack and Diane," "Small Town," and "Cherry Bomb" are iconic American songs that have played an
important role in defining midwestern music and developing the rock genre. Despite his critical and
commercial success, however, the rough guy from a small town writing songs about everything he "learned
about living" is often omitted from the ranks of America's songwriting elite.

In Mellencamp, David Masciotra explores the life and career of one of America's most important and
underrated songwriters, persuasively arguing that he deserves to be celebrated alongside artists like Bruce
Springsteen, Neil Young, and Bob Dylan. Beginning with his modest beginnings in Seymour, Indiana,
Masciotra details Mellencamp's road to fame, examining his struggles with the music industry and his
persistent dedication to his midwestern roots. Shaking off the shortsighted "regionalist" stereotype and
dismissing his assumed pop-star persona, Mellencamp found success by remaining true to where he came
from.

This thoughtful analysis highlights four decades of the artist's music, which has consistently elevated the
dignity of everyday people and honored the quiet heroism of raising families and working hard. This first
serious biography of the legendary musician will charm fans and music enthusiasts who are interested in the
development of roots rock and Americana music.
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From reader reviews:

Dorinda Kling:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Mellencamp: American Troubadour as the daily
resource information.

Jennifer Howard:

The particular book Mellencamp: American Troubadour will bring one to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this
book very suitable to you. The book Mellencamp: American Troubadour is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Roland Hall:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Mellencamp: American
Troubadour can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Evelyn Rogers:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Mellencamp: American Troubadour. This book which is qualified
as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.
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