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This book focuses on the role of Glenn H. Curtiss in the origins of aviation in the United States Navy. A
self-taught mechanic and inventor, Curtiss was a key figure in the development of the airplane during the
early part of the century. His contributions are generally well known, among them a control system using the
aileron instead of the Wrights' wing-warping, the first successful hydro-airplane and flying boat, among
other developments. Curtiss's links to the Navy came as result of advocates of aviation in the Navy, chief
among them Captain Washington I. Chambers, who recognized that the navy had special requirements for
airplanes and their operations, and for aviators and their training. In a partnership with the navy, Curtiss
helped meet the special requirements of the service for aircraft, particularly those with the potential for
operating with naval vessels at sea or in conducting long-distance flights over water. He also was
instrumental in training the first naval aviators. Curtiss and the navy continued their collaboration through
World War I, reaching a climax in 1919 with the first transatlantic flight by the famed Navy-Curtiss NC
flying boats. The book addresses the broader implications of the Curtiss-Navy collaboration in the context of
the long-standing trend of government-private cooperation in the introduction and development of new
technologies. It also explores the interactive dynamics of weapons procurement and technological change
within a large and entrenched bureaucracy and helps lay to rest the persistent myth that the navy resisted the
introduction of aviation. The pioneering work of Curtiss and his close ties with Chambers and others helped
the navy to define the role of aviation in the years up to and through World War I. The book will relies
heavily on primary source materials from a variety of archival collections, including the Library of Congress,
National Archives, National Air and Space Museum, and the Glenn H. Curtiss Museum.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Howell:

This HERO OF THE AIR: Glenn Curtiss and the Birth of Naval Aviation book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of HERO OF THE AIR: Glenn Curtiss and the Birth of Naval Aviation
without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry HERO OF THE AIR: Glenn Curtiss and the Birth of Naval Aviation can bring whenever you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even phone. This HERO OF THE AIR: Glenn Curtiss and the Birth of Naval Aviation having
excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Randall Briggs:

The particular book HERO OF THE AIR: Glenn Curtiss and the Birth of Naval Aviation will bring that you
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book HERO OF THE AIR: Glenn Curtiss and
the Birth of Naval Aviation is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Alexandra Robbins:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The HERO OF THE AIR: Glenn Curtiss and the Birth of Naval Aviation will give
you a new experience in studying a book.

John Smithers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is HERO OF THE AIR: Glenn Curtiss and the Birth
of Naval Aviation.
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