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From The Two Gentlemen of Verona in the early 1590s to The Two Noble Kinsmen at the end of his career
around 1614, Shakespeare wrote at least eighteen plays that can be called 'comedies': a far higher number
than that for any other genre in which he wrote. So what is a Shakespearean comedy? We associate these
plays with such themes as mistaken identities, happy marriages, and exuberant cross dressing, but how
representative are these of the oeuvre
as a whole?

In this Very Short Introduction, Bart van Es explores the full range of the playwright's comic writing, from
the neat classical plotting of early works like The Comedy of Errors to the corrupt world of the so-called
problem plays, written in the middle years of Shakespeare's life. Examining Shakespeare's influences and
sources, van Es compares his plays to those of his rivals, and looks at the history of the plays in performance,
from the biographies of Shakespeare's original
actors to the plays' endless reinvention in modern stage productions and in films. Identifying the key
qualities that make Shakespearean comedy distinctive, van Es traces the changing nature of Shakespeare's
comic writing over the course of a career that spanned nearly a quarter century of theatrical change.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

This book untitled Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get
a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Jane Rich:

The guide untitled Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is the
guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Eric Kyler:

Beside this kind of Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!

William Sam:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to
provide you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them are these claims Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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