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Summary

Ivan Ilyich lives a carefree life that is "most simple and most ordinary and therefore most terrible". Like
everyone he knows, he spends his life climbing the social ladder. Enduring marriage to a woman whom he
often finds too demanding, he works his way up to be a magistrate, thanks to the influence he has over a
friend who has just been promoted, focusing more on his work as his family life becomes less tolerable.
While hanging curtains for his new home one day, he falls awkwardly and hurts his side. Though he does not
think much of it at first, he begins to suffer from a pain in his side. As his discomfort grows, his behavior
towards his family becomes more irritable. His wife finally insists that he visit a physician. The physician
cannot pinpoint the source of his malady, but soon it becomes clear that his condition is terminal. Confronted
with his diagnosis, Ivan attempts every remedy he can to obtain a cure for his worsening situation until the
pain grows so intense he is forced to cease working and spend the remainder of his days in bed. Here, he is
brought face to face with his mortality, and realizes that although he knows of it, he does not truly grasp it.
During the long and painful process of death, Ivan dwells on the idea that he does not deserve his suffering
because he has lived rightly. If he had not lived a good life, there could be a reason for his pain; but he has,
so pain and death must be arbitrary and senseless. As he begins to hate his family for avoiding the subject of
his death, for pretending he is only sick and not dying, he finds his only comfort in his peasant boy servant
Gerasim, the only person in Ivan's life who does not fear death, and also the only one who, apart from his
own son, shows compassion for him. Ivan begins to question whether he has, in fact, lived a good life.
In the final days of his life, Ivan makes a clear split between an artificial life, such as his own, which masks
the true meaning of life and makes one fear death, and an authentic life, the life of Gerasim. Authentic life is
marked by compassion and sympathy; the artificial life by self-interest. Then "some force" strikes Ivan in the
chest and side, and he is brought into the presence of a bright light. His hand falls onto his nearby son's head,
and Ivan pities his son. He no longer hates his daughter or wife, but rather feels pity for them, and hopes his
death will release them. In so doing, his terror of death leaves him, and as Tolstoy suggests, death itself
disappears.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Adams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Death of Ivan Ilyich. Try to make book The Death of Ivan Ilyich as
your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Donna Graham:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Death of Ivan Ilyich the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
The Death of Ivan Ilyich giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Rafael Perez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is difficult job
because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe
you answer might be The Death of Ivan Ilyich why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Larry Huff:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Death of Ivan Ilyich to make
your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book
The Death of Ivan Ilyich can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of these time.
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