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When originally published in 1993, Ruined City (Fei Du) was promptly banned by China’s State Publishing
Administration, ostensibly for its explicit sexual content. Since then, award-winning author Jia Pingwa’s
vivid portrayal of contemporary China’s social and economic transformation has become a classic, viewed
by critics and scholars of Chinese literature as one of the most important novels of the twentieth century.
Howard Goldblatt’s deft translation now gives English-speaking readers their first chance to enjoy this
masterpiece of social satire by one of China’s most provocative writers.

While eroticism, exoticism, and esoteric minutiae—the “pornography” that earned the opprobrium of
Chinese officials—pervade Ruined City, this tale of a famous contemporary writer’s sexual and legal
imbroglios is an incisive portrait of politics and culture in a rapidly changing China. In a narrative that ranges
from political allegory to parody, Jia Pingwa tracks his antihero Zhuang Zhidie through progressively more
involved and inevitably disappointing sexual liaisons. Set in a modern metropolis rife with power politics,
corruption, and capitalist schemes, the novel evokes an unrequited romantic longing for China’s premodern,
rural past, even as unfolding events caution against the trap of nostalgia. Amid comedy and chaos, the author
subtly injects his concerns about the place of intellectual seriousness, censorship, and artistic integrity in the
changing conditions of Chinese society.

Rich with detailed description and vivid imagery, Ruined City transports readers into a world abounding with
the absurdities and harshness of modern life.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Kuester:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Ruined City: A
Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Linda Brown:

The book Ruined City: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book
Ruined City: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series)? Several of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Ruined City: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Maureen Harris:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Ruined City: A Novel (Chinese Literature
Today Book Series) ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Ruined City: A Novel (Chinese Literature
Today Book Series) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using
the book Ruined City: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series). You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Jeffrey Price:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. Ruined City: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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