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The present volume is an attempt to carry out a plan which William James is known to have formed several
years before his death. In 1907 he collected reprints in an envelope which he inscribed with the title ‘Essays
in Radical Empiricism’; and he also had duplicate sets of these reprints bound, under the same title, and
deposited for the use of students in the general Harvard Library, and in the Philosophical Library in Emerson
Hall.
Two years later Professor James published The Meaning of Truth and A Pluralistic Universe, and inserted in
these volumes several of the articles which he had intended to use in the ‘Essays in Radical Empiricism.’
Whether he would nevertheless have carried out his original plan, had he lived, cannot be certainly known.
Several facts, however, stand out very clearly. In the first place, the articles included in the original plan but
omitted from his later volumes are indispensable to the understanding of his other writings. To these articles
he repeatedly alludes. Thus, in The Meaning of Truth (p. 127), he says: “This statement is probably
excessively obscure to any one who has not read my two articles ‘Does Consciousness Exist?’ and ‘A World
of Pure Experience.’” Other allusions have been indicated in the present text. In the second place, the articles
originally brought together as ‘Essays in Radical Empiricism’ form a connected whole. Not only were most
of them written consecutively within a period of two years, but they contain numerous cross-references. In
the third place, Professor James regarded ‘radical empiricism’ as an independent doctrine. This he asserted
expressly: “Let me say that there is no logical connexion between pragmatism, as I understand it, and a
doctrine which I have recently set forth as ‘radical empiricism.’ The latter stands on its own feet. One may
entirely reject it and still be a pragmatist.” (Pragmatism, 1907, Preface, p. ix.) Finally, Professor James came
toward the end of his life to regard ‘radical empiricism’ as morefundamental and more important than
‘pragmatism.’ In the Preface to The Meaning of Truth (1909), the author gives the following explanation of
his desire to continue, and if possible conclude, the controversy over pragmatism: “I am interested in another
doctrine in philosophy to which I give the name of radical empiricism, and it seems to me that the
establishment of the pragmatist theory of truth is a step of first-rate importance in making radical empiricism
prevail” (p. xii)…
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Moreland:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Essays in Radical Empiricism. Try to make the book Essays in Radical
Empiricism as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jose Gower:

This Essays in Radical Empiricism are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The reason of this Essays in Radical Empiricism can be on the list of great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that
perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Essays in Radical Empiricism
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Dolores Young:

This Essays in Radical Empiricism is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So
if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Essays in Radical
Empiricism in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Beverly Thomas:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Essays in Radical Empiricism can give you a lot
of friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Essays in Radical Empiricism.
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