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The discovery and mining of the Comstock Lode in Nevada forever changed the mining culture of the
American West. Using the pen name Dan De Quille, in 1876 William Wright published The Big Bonanza,
the best-known contemporary account of the Comstock Lode mines. Previously, however, in nearly fifty
newspaper accounts from 1860 to 1863, De Quille had documented the development of the early Comstock
with a frankness, abundance of detail, sense of immediacy, and excitement largely absent from his book.
Donnelyn Curtis and Lawrence I. Berkove have gathered those accounts together in Before The Big
Bonanza.

De Quille describes the amazing transformation of the Comstock in less than four years from miscellaneous
tent camps and primitive mining sites to an incredible complex of underground shafts and tunnels beneath a
group of wealth-producing cities, with modern buildings, state-of-the-art mills, orderly streets, and traffic
jams. He captures the vitality of the inhabitants' resolution and resourcefulness as they survive destructive
storms and being cut off from supplies and entertainment, and he chronicles the events that kept Nevada and
California in the Union. While reporting the prevailing violence of brawling and dueling and anti-Indian
prejudice, De Quille at the same time conveys his thoughtful observations on the significance to democracy
and civilization of the existence of such license.

This trove of columns, collected from a variety of newspapers, is history in the making and additionally casts
new light on the life and rapidly developing art of De Quille, the biographer of the Comstock and one of the
most versatile and accomplished authors of the Old West.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Before THE BIG BONANZA: Dan De Quille's Early
Comstock Accounts. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important a new book Before THE BIG BONANZA: Dan De Quille's Early Comstock Accounts.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Debra Lovern:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Before THE BIG BONANZA: Dan De
Quille's Early Comstock Accounts is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Raymond McMillion:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
soon. The Before THE BIG BONANZA: Dan De Quille's Early Comstock Accounts will give you a new
experience in reading a book.

Emily Scott:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Before THE BIG BONANZA: Dan De Quille's Early Comstock Accounts
this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suited



all of you.
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