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The history of American firearms is inseparable from the history of the United States, for firearms have
played crucial roles in the nation’s founding, westward expansion, and industrial, economic, and cultural
development. This history unfolds in compelling words and images in A Legacy in Arms, a volume that
draws upon the collections of the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City to trace
the business and art of gun making from the early national period to the turn of the twentieth century. With
more than 200 images—almost all in full color—A Legacy in Arms not only documents the inspiration and
innovation of arms makers from individual artisans to mass producers, but also describes the development of
decorative expression in the gun maker’s art.

In an account both entertaining and enlightening, Richard C. Rattenbury details the development of
commercial arms making, from the genesis of the Kentucky rifle to the arms of such iconic manufacturers as
Colt, Remington, Smith & Wesson, Sharps, Marlin, and Winchester. Into this narrative he weaves the
particulars of design evolution and the impact of mass production via the “American System.” The
accompanying photographs and illustrations stand as eloquent testimony to the range and richness of the gun
maker's craft—and its rightful place in the story of American industry and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication A Legacy in Arms: American Firearm
Manufacture, Design, and Artistry, 1800–1900 (The Western Legacies Series) will make you to always be
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this
open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Marcos Gorman:

The knowledge that you get from A Legacy in Arms: American Firearm Manufacture, Design, and Artistry,
1800–1900 (The Western Legacies Series) is a more deep you looking the information that hide within the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of
but A Legacy in Arms: American Firearm Manufacture, Design, and Artistry, 1800–1900 (The Western
Legacies Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular A
Legacy in Arms: American Firearm Manufacture, Design, and Artistry, 1800–1900 (The Western Legacies
Series) instantly.

Chester Hassel:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Legacy in Arms: American
Firearm Manufacture, Design, and Artistry, 1800–1900 (The Western Legacies Series) which is finding the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Lorraine Cox:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book A Legacy in Arms: American Firearm Manufacture, Design, and
Artistry, 1800–1900 (The Western Legacies Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the



modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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