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Modernity between Wagner and Nietzsche analyzes the operas and writings of Wagner in order to prove that
the ideas on which they are based contradict and falsify the values that are fundamental to modernity. This
book also analyzes the ideas that are central to the philosophy of Nietzsche, demonstrating that the values on
the basis of which he breaks with Wagner and repudiates their common mentor, Schopenhauer, are those
fundamental to modernity. Brayton Polka makes use of the critical distinction that Kierkegaard draws
between Christianity and Christendom. Christianity represents what Nietzsche calls the faith that is
presupposed in unconditionally willing the truth in saying yes to life. Christendom, in contrast, represents the
bad faith of nihilism in saying no to life. Polka then shows that Wagner, in following Schopenhauer,
represents Christendom with the demonstration in his operas that life is nothing but death and death is
nothing but life. In other words, the purpose of the will for Wagner is to annihilate the will, since it is only in
and through death that human beings are liberated from life as willfully sinful. Nietzsche, in contrast, is
consistent with the biblical concept that existence is created from nothing, from nothing that is not made in
the image of God, that any claim that the will can will not to will is contradictory and hence false. For not to
will is, in truth, still to will nothing. There is then, Nietzsche shows, no escape from the will. Either human
beings will the truth in saying yes to life as created from nothing, or in truly willing nothing, they say no to
life in worshiping the God of Christendom who is dead.
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From reader reviews:

Kara Corbett:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Modernity between
Wagner and Nietzsche (Graven Images) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Modernity between Wagner and Nietzsche (Graven Images)is the main
one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world within this book.

Eva Byrd:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Modernity
between Wagner and Nietzsche (Graven Images).

Doyle Swoope:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Modernity between Wagner and Nietzsche (Graven Images) this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Daniel England:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of



the Modernity between Wagner and Nietzsche (Graven Images) when you necessary it?
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