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When the British wrested New Amsterdam from the Dutch in 1664, the truth about its thriving, polyglot
society began to disappear into myths about an island purchased for 24 dollars and a cartoonish peg-legged
governor. But the story of the Dutch colony of New Netherland was merely lost, not destroyed: 12,000 pages
of its records–recently declared a national treasure–are now being translated. Drawing on this remarkable
archive, Russell Shorto has created a gripping narrative–a story of global sweep centered on a wilderness
called Manhattan–that transforms our understanding of early America.

The Dutch colony pre-dated the “original” thirteen colonies, yet it seems strikingly familiar. Its capital was
cosmopolitan and multi-ethnic, and its citizens valued free trade, individual rights, and religious freedom.
Their champion was a progressive, young lawyer named Adriaen van der Donck, who emerges in these
pages as a forgotten American patriot and whose political vision brought him into conflict with Peter
Stuyvesant, the autocratic director of the Dutch colony. The struggle between these two strong-willed men
laid the foundation for New York City and helped shape American culture. The Island at the Center of the
World uncovers a lost world and offers a surprising new perspective on our own.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gonzalez:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Island at the Center of the World: The Epic Story
of Dutch Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony That Shaped America. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book The Island at the Center
of the World: The Epic Story of Dutch Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony That Shaped America. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Doreen Wolf:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is usually The Island at
the Center of the World: The Epic Story of Dutch Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony That Shaped
America.

Joshua Atkins:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Island at the Center of the World: The Epic Story of
Dutch Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony That Shaped America can give you a lot of friends because by
you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Island at the Center of the World: The Epic Story of Dutch
Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony That Shaped America.

Cory Thomas:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Island at the Center of the World: The Epic
Story of Dutch Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony That Shaped America was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Island at the Center of the World: The Epic Story of Dutch
Manhattan and the Forgotten Colony That Shaped America has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.



Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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