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Since the Renaissance, countless writers have been magnetized by the notion of love between women. From
Renaissance love poems to twentieth-century novels, plays, and short stories, The Literature of Lesbianism
brings together hundreds of literary works on the subject of female homosexuality. Thisis not an anthology
of "leshian writers." Nor isit simply aone-sided compendium of "positive" or "negative" images of leshian
experience. Terry Castle explores the emergence and transformation of the "idea of lesbianism™: its
conceptual origins and how it has been transmitted, transformed, and collectively embellished over the past
five centuries.

Both male and female authors are represented here and they display an astonishing and often unpredictable
range of attitudes. Some excoriate female same-sex love; some eulogize it. Some are salacious or Ssatiric;
others sympathetic and confessional. Y et what comes across everywhere is just how visible?as aliterary
theme?Sapphic love has always been in Western literature. As Castle demonstrates, it is hardly the taboo or
forbidden topic we sometimes assume it to be, but hasin fact been a central preoccupation for many of our
greatest writers, past and present.

Beginning with an excerpt from Ariosto's comic epic poem, Orlando Furioso, the anthology progresses
chronologically through the next five centuries, presenting sel ections from Shakespeare, John Donne,
Katherine Philips, Aphra Behn, Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz, Alexander Pope, the Marquis de Sade, Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, Charlotte Bront&, Emily Dickinson, Guy de Maupassant, Henry James, Willa Cather,
VirginiaWoolf, Ernest Hemingway, Nella Larsen, Colette, and Graham Greene, among many others. It aso
includes some anonymous works?several published here for the first time?as well as numerous translations
from the writers of antiquity, such as Sappho, Ovid, Martial, and Juvenal, whose rediscovery in the early
Renaissance helped shape subsequent Western literary representations of female homosexuality.
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From reader reviews:
Joseph Anderson:

The book The Literature of Lesbianism: A Historical Anthology from Ariosto to Stonewall gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying abook The Literature of Lesbianism: A Historical Anthology from Ariosto to Stonewall to be your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Literature of Lesbianism: A
Historical Anthology from Ariosto to Stonewall. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Michael Canton:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading abook is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Literature of Lesbianism: A Historical Anthology from Ariosto to
Stonewall can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Corey Barksdale:

This The Literature of Leshianism: A Historical Anthology from Ariosto to Stonewall is new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in
reading this The Literature of Lesbianism: A Historical Anthology from Ariosto to Stonewall can be the light
food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books acquireitself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah | mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any
in reading a publication especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone.
So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Armando Morris:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we
can know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide The Literature of Leshianism: A Historical Anthology from Ariosto to
Stonewall wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has severa feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing



about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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