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From Irving Berlin to Cy Coleman, from “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” to “Big Spender,” from Tin Pan
Alley to the MGM soundstages, the Golden Age of the American song embodied all that was cool, sexy, and
sophisticated in popular culture. For four glittering decades, geniuses like Jerome Kern, George Gershwin,
Cole Porter, and Harold Arlen ran their fingers over piano keys, enticing unforgettable melodies out of thin
air. Critically acclaimed writer Wilfrid Sheed uncovered the legends, mingled with the greats, and gossiped
with the insiders. Now he’s crafted a dazzling, authoritative history of the era that “tripled the world’s total
supply of singable tunes.”

It began when immigrants in New York’s Lower East Side heard black jazz and blues–and it surged into an
artistic torrent nothing short of miraculous. Broke but eager, Izzy Baline transformed himself into Irving
Berlin, married an heiress, and embarked on a string of hits from “Always” to “Cheek to Cheek.” Berlin’s
spiritual godson George Gershwin, in his brief but incandescent career, straddled Tin Pan Alley and Carnegie
Hall, charming everyone in his orbit. Possessed of a world-class ego, Gershwin was also generous, exciting,
and utterly original. Half a century later, Gershwin love songs like “Someone to Watch Over Me,” “The Man
I Love,” and “Love Is Here to Stay” are as tender and moving as ever.
Sheed also illuminates the unique gifts of the great jazz songsters Hoagy Carmichael and Duke Ellington,
conjuring up the circumstances of their creativity and bringing back the thrill of what it was like to hear
“Georgia on My Mind” or “Mood Indigo” for the first time. The Golden Age of song sparked creative
breakthroughs in both Broadway musicals and splashy Hollywood extravaganzas. Sheed vividly recounts
how Cole Porter, Richard Rodgers, Jerome Kern, and Johnny Mercer spread the melodic wealth to stage and
screen.

Popular music was, writes Sheed, “far and away our greatest contribution to the world’s art supply in the so-
called American Century.” Sheed hung out with some of the great artists while they were still writing–and
better than anyone, he knows great music, its shimmer, bite, and exuberance. Sparkling with wit, insight, and
the grace notes of wonderful songs, The House That George Built is a heartfelt, intensely personal portrait of
an unforgettable era.

A delightfully charming, funny, and most illuminating portrait of songwriters and the Golden Age of
American Popular Song. Mr. Sheed’s carefully chosen depictions and anecdotes recapture that amazingly
creative period, a moment in time in which I was so fortunate to be surrounded by all that magic.”
–Margaret Whiting
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Wilcox:

The book with title The House That George Built: With a Little Help from Irving, Cole, and a Crew of About
Fifty contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
specific book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Mary Gines:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day long to reading a guide. The book The House That George Built: With a Little Help from Irving,
Cole, and a Crew of About Fifty it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Teresa Hennessey:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The House That George Built:
With a Little Help from Irving, Cole, and a Crew of About Fifty is simple to develop you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jerry Orosco:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The House That George Built: With a Little Help from Irving, Cole, and a Crew
of About Fifty can make you experience more interested to read.
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