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A Manner of Being: Writers on Their Mentors
What do the punk singer Henry Rollins, the Guatemalan writer Rodrigo Rey Rosa, the American authors
Tobias Wolff, Tayari Jones, and George Saunders, the Canadian writer Sheila Heti, and the Russian poet
Polina Barskova have in common? At some point they all studied the art of writing deeply with someone.

The nearly seventy short essays in A Manner of Being, by some of the best contemporary writers from
around the world, pay homage to mentors?the writers, teachers, nannies, and sages?who enlighten, push,
encourage, and sometimes hurt, fail, and limit their protégés. There are mentors encountered in the
schoolhouse and on farms, in NYC and in MFA programs; mentors who show up exactly when needed,
offering comfort, a steadying hand, a commiseration, a dose of tough love. This collection is rich with
anecdotes from the heartfelt to the salacious, gems of writing advice, and guidance for how to live the
writing life in a world that all too often doesn't care whether you write or not.

Each contribution is intimate and distinct?yet a common theme is that mentors model a manner of being.

Selections include:

Arthur Flowers on John O'Killens
James Franco on Harmony Korine
Mary Gaitskill on an Ann Arbor bookstore owner
Noy Holland and Sam Lipsyte on Gordon Lish
Tayari Jones on Ron Carlson
Henry Rollins on Hubert Selby Jr.
Rodrigo Rey Rosa on Paul Bowles
George Saunders on Douglas Unger and Tobias Wolff
Christine Schutt on Elizabeth Hardwick
Tobias Wolff on John L'Heureux
. . . and many more
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From reader reviews:

John Richardson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled A Manner of Being: Writers on Their Mentors. Try to the actual book
A Manner of Being: Writers on Their Mentors as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Manuel Britton:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Manner of Being: Writers on Their
Mentors is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Fidel Auxier:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Manner of Being: Writers on Their Mentors,
you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Joyce Martinez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
read. A Manner of Being: Writers on Their Mentors can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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