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A brilliant, sweeping, and unparalleled look at the extraordinarily rich culture and turbulent politics of New
York City between the years 1945 and 1950, The Brazen Age opens with Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s
campaign tour through the city’s boroughs in 1944. He would see little of what made New York the capital
of modernity—though the aristocratic FDR was its paradoxical avatar—a city boasting an unprecedented and
unique synthesis of genius, ambition, and the avant-garde. While concentrating on those five years, David
Reid also reaches back to the turn of the twentieth century to explore the city’s progressive politics, radical
artistic experimentation, and burgeoning bohemia.
 
From 1900 to 1929, New York City was a dynamic metropolis on the rise, and it quickly became a cultural
nexus of new architecture; the home of a thriving movie business; the glittering center of theater and radio;
and a hub of book, magazine, and newspaper publishing. In the 1930s, the rise of Hitler and World War II
would send some of Europe’s most talented men and women to America’s shores, vastly enriching the fields
of science, architecture, film, and arts and letters—the list includes Albert Einstein, Erwin Panofsky, Walter
Gropius, George Grosz, André Kertész, Robert Capa, Thomas Mann, Hannah Arendt, Vladimir Nabokov,
and John Lukacs.
 
Reid draws a portrait of the frenzied, creative energy of a bohemian Greenwich Village, from the taverns to
the salons. Revolutionaries, socialists, and intelligentsia in the 1910s were drawn to the highly provocative
monthly magazine The Masses, which attracted the era’s greatest talent, from John Reed to Sherwood
Anderson, Djuna Barnes, John Sloan, and Stuart Davis. And summoned up is a chorus of witnesses to the
ever-changing landscape of bohemia, from Malcolm Cowley to Anaïs Nin. Also present are the pioneering
photographers who captured the city in black-and-white: Berenice Abbott’s dizzying aerial views, Samuel
Gottscho’s photographs of the waterfront and the city’s architectural splendor, and Weegee’s masterful noir
lowlife.
 
But the political tone would be set by the next president, and Reid looks closely at Thomas Dewey, Henry
Wallace, and Harry Truman. James Forrestal, secretary of the navy under Roosevelt, would be influential in
establishing a new position in the cabinet before ascending to it himself as secretary of defense under
Truman, but not before helping to usher in the Cold War.
 
With The Brazen Age, David Reid has magnificently captured a complex and powerful moment in the history
of New York City in the mid-twentieth century, a period of time that would ensure its place on the world
stage for many generations.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The Brazen Age: New York City and the American Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia, you can
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

Wendell Holloway:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Brazen Age: New York City and the
American Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation
The Brazen Age: New York City and the American Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia as good book not
simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

William Rockwood:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended to you personally is The Brazen Age: New York City and the American
Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world
now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Nancy Steffen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright



you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Brazen Age: New
York City and the American Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia which is finding the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's find.
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