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Politicians and opinion leaders on both sides of the Mason-Dixon line struggled to formulate coherent
responses to the secession of the deep South states. The Confederate attack on Fort Sumter in mid-April
1861 triggered civil war and the loss of four upper South states from the Union. The essays by three senior
historians in Secession Winter explore the robust debates that preceded these events.

For five months in the winter of 1860–1861, Americans did not know for certain that civil war was upon
them. Some hoped for a compromise; others wanted a fight. Many struggled to understand what was
happening to their country. Robert J. Cook, William L. Barney, and Elizabeth R. Varon take approaches to
this period that combine political, economic, and social-cultural lines of analysis. Rather than focus on
whether civil war was inevitable, they look at the political process of secession and find multiple internal
divisions?political parties, whites and nonwhites, elites and masses, men and women. Even individual
northerners and southerners suffered inner conflicts.

The authors include the voices of Unionists and Whig party moderates who had much to lose and upcountry
folk who owned no slaves and did not particularly like those who did. Barney contends that white
southerners were driven to secede by anxiety and guilt over slavery. Varon takes a new look at Robert E.
Lee's decision to join the Confederacy. Cook argues that both northern and southern politicians claimed the
rightness of their cause by constructing selective narratives of historical grievances.

Secession Winter explores the fact of contingency and reminds readers and students that nothing was
foreordained.
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From reader reviews:

James Collis:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Secession Winter: When the Union Fell
Apart (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important a book Secession Winter: When the Union Fell Apart (The Marcus
Cunliffe Lecture Series). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lucy Fletcher:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Secession Winter: When
the Union Fell Apart (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

John Street:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Secession Winter: When the Union Fell Apart (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Secession Winter: When the Union Fell Apart (The
Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Barbara Davis:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Secession Winter: When the Union Fell Apart (The Marcus
Cunliffe Lecture Series) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by



knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have Secession Winter:
When the Union Fell Apart (The Marcus Cunliffe Lecture Series).
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