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Julia Alvarez made her mark on the American literary horizon with the 1991 publication of her debut novel
How the Garc^D'ia Girls Lost Their Accents, a story based on her own family's bicultural experiences.
Readers and critics alike quickly discovered the writer's penchant for extracting humor from hardship, and
weaving personal history into vivid prose. Within a decade, Alvarez had published three more highly
acclaimed novels, including  !Yo! (1997), a delightful sequel to her first novel. This Critical Companion
introduces readers to the life and works of Dominican American writer Alvarez and examines the thematic
and cultural concerns that run through her novels. Full literary analysis is provided for each, including
historical context for the factually based works, In the Time of the Butterflies (1994) and In the Name of
Salomé (2000). A brief biography and a chapter on the Latino novel help students to understand the personal
and literary influences in Alvarez's writing.

This first full-length treatment of Julia Alvarez discusses her entire canon of writings including her poetry,
short stories, children's fiction and nonfiction. The four novels are analyzed fully, each discussed in its own
chapter with sections on plot, character development, literary device, thematic issues and narrative structure.
Cultural and historical contexts of the work are also considered, and alternate critical perspectives are given
for each novel. A select bibliography makes this volume a valuable research tool for students, educators and
anyone interested in Latino literature.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Alfonso:

The book Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave a very important thing like a book Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to
Popular Contemporary Writers)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world
by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Rebecca Esquivel:

The book Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) will
bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Julia Alvarez: A
Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Roy Stoudt:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Julia
Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) provide you with
new experience in reading a book.

Rex Oswald:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
the books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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