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For purposes of federal law, a bid protest involves a written objection to the conduct of government agencies
in acquiring supplies and services for their direct use or benefit. Such conduct can include (1) soliciting or
otherwise requesting offers; (2) cancelling such solicitations or requests; (3) awarding or proposing to award
a contract; (4) terminating or cancelling a contract due to improprieties involving its award; or (5) converting
functions performed by government employees to private sector performance. Bid protests are of perennial
interest to Congress, in part, because of the effects of protests on agency missions and operations.
Congressional interest can also be prompted by notable protests (e.g., SpaceX’s recent protest of contracts
for launch services), as well as by agency determinations not to follow any nonbinding recommendations
made by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in deciding protests. GAO is not the only forum with
authority to hear bid protests involving federal acquisitions. The procuring agency and the U.S. Court of
Federal Claims can also hear bid protests. However, GAO hears more protests than the Court of Federal
Claims, the only other forum for which data are readily available. Thus, its protest procedures—which can
differ somewhat from those of the procuring agencies and the Court of Federal Claims—are the focus of this
report. Legislation and regulations establish what issues may be protested with GAO and who may bring a
protest. As previously noted, by statute, GAO may hear complaints alleging violations of federal
procurement law in federal acquisitions. However, it is expressly barred by regulation from hearing certain
issues, such as challenges to small business size certifications. Any interested party—an actual or
prospective bidder or offeror whose direct economic interest would be affected by the award of, or failure to
award, a contract—may file a protest. GAO is required by statute to provide for the “inexpensive and
expeditious” resolution of protests, “[t]o the maximum extent practicable.” Its practices permit “inexpensive”
resolution, in part, by enabling interested parties to represent themselves, rather than rely on attorneys. For
example, GAO does not require “formal briefs” or “other technical forms” of pleadings or motions. It is also
subject to statutory mandates that promote “expeditious” resolution, in part, by requiring GAO to issue final
decisions within 65 to 100 days after the protest was filed. Filing a GAO protest may trigger an automatic
stay of contract award or performance that lasts for the duration of the protest. Such automatic stays are
unique to bid protests filed with GAO and help account for GAO’s popularity as a protest forum. Agencies
may, however, override these stays upon determining that urgent and compelling circumstances will not
permit waiting for GAO’s decision, or performance of the contract is in the best interests of the United
States. GAO may dismiss, deny, or sustain a protest. When a protest is dismissed or denied, the procuring
agency may generally proceed with the challenged action. In contrast, when a protest is sustained, GAO may
recommend specific actions (e.g., amending the solicitation, reevaluating proposals). Such recommendations
are not legally binding because the separation of powers doctrine precludes legislative branch agencies, such
as GAO, from controlling the actions of executive branch agencies. However, the agency is required by
statute to notify GAO if GAO’s recommendations are not fully implemented, and GAO, in turn, must notify
Congress.
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From reader reviews:

Henrietta Roderick:

Precisely why? Because this GAO Bid Protests: An Overview of Time Frames and Procedures (CRS
Reports) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Pablo Cowart:

GAO Bid Protests: An Overview of Time Frames and Procedures (CRS Reports) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement
in writing GAO Bid Protests: An Overview of Time Frames and Procedures (CRS Reports) although doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Virginia Berry:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. GAO Bid Protests: An Overview of Time Frames and Procedures (CRS Reports) can be
your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Joseph Mesta:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This GAO Bid Protests: An Overview of Time
Frames and Procedures (CRS Reports) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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