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More than 16,000 Californians served as soldiers in the Union Army during the Civil War. One California
unit, the 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry, consisted largely of Californio Hispanic volunteers from the “Cow
Counties” of Southern California and the Central Coast. Out-of-work vaqueros who enlisted after drought
decimated the herds they worked, the Native Cavalrymen lent the army their legendary horsemanship and
carried lances that evoked both the romance of the Californios and the Spanish military tradition. Californio
Lancers, the first detailed history of the 1st Battalion, illuminates their role in the conflict and brings new
diversity to Civil War history.

Author Tom Prezelski notes that the Californios, less than a generation removed from the U.S.-Mexican
War, were ambivalent about serving in the Union Army, but poverty trumped their misgivings. Based on his
extensive research in the service records of individual officers and enlisted men, Prezelski describes both the
problems and the accomplishments of the 1st Battalion. Despite a desertion rate among enlisted men that
exceeded 50 percent for some companies, and despite the feuds among its officers, the Native Cavalry was
the face of federal authority in the region, and their presence helped retain the West for the Union during the
rebellion. The battalion pursued bandits, fought an Indian insurrection in northern California, garrisoned
Confederate-leaning southern California, patrolled desert trails, guarded the border, and attempted to control
the Chiricahua Apaches in southern Arizona.

Although some ten thousand Spanish-surnamed Americans served during the Civil War, their support of the
Union is almost unknown in the popular imagination. Californio Lancers contributes to our understanding of
the Civil War in the Far West and how it transformed the Mexican-American community.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Mullins:

With other case, little folks like to read book Californio Lancers: The 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry in the
Far West, 1863-1866 (Frontier Military Series). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important any book Californio Lancers: The 1st Battalion of Native
Cavalry in the Far West, 1863-1866 (Frontier Military Series). You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

April Cotton:

The book Californio Lancers: The 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry in the Far West, 1863-1866 (Frontier
Military Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with
your subject. If you can make examining a book Californio Lancers: The 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry in
the Far West, 1863-1866 (Frontier Military Series) to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like start and read a e-book Californio Lancers: The 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry
in the Far West, 1863-1866 (Frontier Military Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

James Sanchez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book Californio Lancers: The 1st Battalion of Native
Cavalry in the Far West, 1863-1866 (Frontier Military Series) ended up being making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide
Californio Lancers: The 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry in the Far West, 1863-1866 (Frontier Military
Series) is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Californio
Lancers: The 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry in the Far West, 1863-1866 (Frontier Military Series). You
never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Heather Bly:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media



social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Californio Lancers: The 1st Battalion of Native Cavalry in the Far West, 1863-1866 (Frontier
Military Series) when you essential it?
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