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Becoming a mother profoundly alters one’s perception of the world, as Lindal Buchanan learned firsthand
when she gave birth. Suddenly attentive to representations of mothers and mothering in advertisements,
fiction, film, art, education, and politics, she became intrigued by the persuasive force of the concept of
motherhood, an interest that unleashed a host of questions: How is the construct defined? How are maternal
appeals crafted, presented, and performed? What do they communicate about gender and power? How do
they affect women? Her quest for answers has produced Rhetorics of Motherhood, the first book-length
consideration of the topic through a feminist rhetorical lens.

Although both male and female rhetors employ motherhood to promote themselves and their agendas,
Buchanan argues it is particularly slippery terrain for women—on the one hand, affording them authority and
credibility but, on the other, positioning them disadvantageously within the gendered status quo. Rhetorics of
Motherhood investigates that paradox by detailing the cultural construction and performance of the Mother
in American public discourse, tracing its use and impact in three case studies, and by theorizing how, when,
and why maternal discourses work to women’s benefit or detriment. In the process, the reader encounters a
fascinating array of issues—including birth control, civil rights, and abortion—and rhetors, ranging from
Diane Nash and Margaret Sanger to Sarah Palin and Michelle Obama.

As Buchanan makes clear, motherhood is a rich site for investigating the interrelationships among gender,
power, and public discourse. Her latest book contributes to the discipline of rhetoric by attending to and
making a convincing case for the significance of this understudied subject. With its examination of timely
controversies, contemporary and historical figures, and powerful women, Rhetorics of Motherhood will
appeal to a wide array of readers in rhetoric, communications, American studies, women’s studies, and
beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Brodersen:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in
Rhetorics and Feminisms), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Anita Jones:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) can be your answer as it can be read
by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Edward McClung:

The book untitled Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Evan Miller:

Beside this Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have Rhetorics of Motherhood (Studies in Rhetorics and Feminisms) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!
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