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A focused look at the uses—and misuses—of psychological tests in the context of child custody

This book presents an advanced examination of psychological testing and usage in the child custody arena. It
addresses test selection issues, provides insightful discussions of how to confront confirmatory biases and
avoid the distortion of test findings, and presents clear instructions for the use of specific tests, including
MMPI-2 and Rorschach, and a point/counterpoint discussion of the strengths and weaknesses of the
Ackerman-Schoendorf Scales for Parent Evaluation of Custody (ASPECT).

Psychological Testing in Child Custody Evaluations can be viewed as a work in three parts. The first section
addresses theoretical and test usage issues, with chapters focusing on:

addressing test selection issues from legal and psychological perspectives●

bias issues that interfere with the evaluator’s ability to collect and consider data objectively●

a functional, comprehensive approach to the use of psychological tests in a child custody evaluation—with●

a conceptual framework for choosing assessment techniques to assess parenting competencies and other
variables important in forming opinions about custodial placement and visitation access, and a practical
example of how to present psychological test data in an advisory report to the court
a look at psychological testing from an attorney’s point of view●

The second section of Psychological Testing in Child Custody Evaluations focuses on the MMPI-2 and the
Rorschach Inkblot Test in the child custody context, investigating hypotheses that can be inferred from the
MMPI-2 regarding parenting behaviors, and the use and value of the Rorschach. This section examines:

the foundation from which the MMPI-2 can generate expectations regarding five basic issues—the quality●

of attachment and bonding, potential for antisocial behavior, temper control, alienation of affection, and
chemical abuse and dependence
the range of variables that will generate useful hypotheses regarding parent-child interactions and family●

systems
the effects of the circumstances of litigation on score elevations—including recommended limits as to how●

much elevation can be dismissed as only contextual
the important differences between occasion validity and attribute validity●

the clinical application of an objective interpretation system, including the courtroom credibility of explicit●

convergent validity
the use of the Rorschach in child custody evaluations●

findings from a study using the Rorschach to address specific parenting variables●

The third section of Psychological Testing in Child Custody Evaluations is a focused point-counterpoint
discussion of ASPECT, between test creator Marc J. Ackerman and Mary Connell, President of the
American Academy of Forensic Psychology. This book is essential reading for child custody evaluators,
family law attorneys, and judges practicing in the family law arena, as well as educators and students in these
fields.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

The actual book Psychological Testing in Child Custody Evaluations will bring you to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this
book very suitable to you. The book Psychological Testing in Child Custody Evaluations is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Jim May:

You may spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Psychological Testing in Child Custody
Evaluations is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Edward Upton:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Psychological Testing in Child Custody
Evaluations or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Psychological Testing in Child Custody Evaluations to make your spare time a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Joseph Mack:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Psychological
Testing in Child Custody Evaluations.
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