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When Barack Obama became president, many Americans embraced him as a transformational |eader who
would fundamentally change the politics and policy of the country. Y et, two years into his administration,
the public resisted his calls for support and Congress was deadlocked over many of his mgjor policy
proposals. How could this capable new president have difficulty attaining his goals? Did he lack tactical
skills?

In Overreach, respected presidential scholar George Edwards argues that the problem was strategic, not
tactical. He finds that in President Obama's first two yearsin office, Obama governed on the premise that he
could create opportunities for change by persuading the public and some congressional Republicans to
support his mgjor initiatives. As aresult, he proposed alarge, expensive, and polarizing agendain the middle
of a severe economic crisis. The president's proposals alienated many Americans and led to a severe electoral
defeat for the Democrats in the 2010 midterm elections, undermining his ability to govern in the remainder
of histerm.

Edwards shows that the president's frustrations were predictable and the inevitable result of
misunderstanding the nature of presidential power. The author demonstrates that the essence of successful
presidential leadership is recognizing and exploiting existing opportunities, not in creating them through
persuasion. When Obama succeeded in passing important policies, it was by mobilizing Democrats who
were aready predisposed to back him. Thus, to avoid overreaching, presidents should be alert to the
limitations of their power to persuade and rigorously assess the possibilities for obtaining public and
congressional support in their environments.
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From reader reviews:
Patricia Ables:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Overreach: Leadership in the
Obama Presidency that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world agreat deal better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but
for al of you who wants to always be success person. So, for al of you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you are able to pick Overreach: Leadership in the Obama Presidency become your own personal
Starter.

Elmira McGraw:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Overreach: Leadership in the Obama
Presidency is simpleto develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Teresa Dawkins;

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Overreach: Leadership in the Obama Presidency can be
the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Mary Brown:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can haveitin
e-book technique, more ssmple and reachable. This Overreach: Leadership in the Obama Presidency can give
you alot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Overreach: Leadership in the Obama Presidency.
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