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Despite three decades of preoccupation with development in Africa, the economies of most African nations
are still stagnating or regressing. For most Africans, incomes are lower than they were two decades ago,
health prospects are poorer, malnourishment is widespread, and infrastructures and social institutions are
breaking down.

An array of factors have been offered to explain the apparent failure of development in Africa, including the
colonial legacy, social pluralism, corruption, poor planning and incompetent management, limited in-flow of
foreign capital, and low levels of saving and investment. Alone or in combination, these factors are serious
impediments to development, but Claude Ake contends that the problem is not that development has failed,
but that it was never really on the agenda. He maintains that political conditions in Africa are the greatest
impediment to development.

In this book, Ake traces the evolution and failure of development policies, including the IMF stabilization
programs that have dominated international efforts. He identifies the root causes of the problem in the
authoritarian political structure of the African states derived from the previous colonial entities. Ake sketches
the alternatives that are struggling to emerge from calamitous failure--economic development based on
traditional agriculture, political development based on the decentralization of power, and reliance on
indigenous communities that have been providing some measure of refuge from the coercive power of the
central state. Ake's argument may become a new paradigm for development in Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Walker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Democracy and Development in Africa. Try to face the book Democracy
and Development in Africa as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Beverly Harrison:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Democracy and Development in Africa is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Steven Thomas:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can help folks
out of this uncertainty Information especially this Democracy and Development in Africa book since this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Millard Espinoza:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Democracy and Development in Africa is
simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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