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Working with a cumbersome 8 x 10 field camera, Ansel Adams (1902-1984) created some of the most
dramatic and influential photographs ever made of the American West. His majestic landscapes and
evocative still lifes conveyed a vision of an idealized America that helped inspire the wilderness
conservation movement. Yet despite these accomplishments, Adams has been the least studied of our most
important photographers. Now Jonathan Spaulding provides the first full biography of the artist and a critical
analysis of his life's work.

Refuting the myth of a solitary and carefree wilderness explorer, Spaulding portrays a man grappling with
the question of how art and nature intersect in the modern world. He addresses the contradictions the
photographer faced as both artist and activist: his struggle to balance art and commercialism; his desire to
create art, yet enjoy bourgeois comforts; his simultaneous support for economic development, tourism, and
wilderness preservation.

Spaulding places Adams's work in the context of modernism and the other major developments in twentieth-
century art and ideas. He examines his debt to the pioneering art photographers Alfred Stieglitz and Edward
Steichen, and his response to later artists. He traces Adams's growth as an environmental activist and
discusses his use of photography to further the cause of conservation.

Questions regarding the meaning and place of wilderness in modern culture remain with us today. By
analyzing these issues through Adams's life and work, this book is a telling portrait of one of the century's
greatest photographers and a reflection of our changing attitudes about the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Singleton:

The guide untitled Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography is the e-book that recommended
to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also could get the e-book of Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jimmy Stone:

Beside this Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography in your phone, it may give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book and also read it from now!

Henry Brown:

You can get this Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds
of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Rosemary Perez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography or
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Ansel Adams and the American Landscape: A Biography to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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