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The banjo has been called by many names over its history, but they all refer to the same sound?strings
humming over skin?that has eased souls and electrified crowds for centuries. The Banjo invites us to hear
that sound afresh in a biography of one of America’s iconic folk instruments. Attuned to a rich heritage
spanning continents and cultures, Laurent Dubois traces the banjo from humble origins, revealing how it
became one of the great stars of American musical life.

In the seventeenth century, enslaved people in the Caribbean and North America drew on their memories of
varied African musical traditions to construct instruments from carved-out gourds covered with animal skin.
Providing a much-needed sense of rootedness, solidarity, and consolation, banjo picking became an essential
part of black plantation life. White musicians took up the banjo in the nineteenth century, when it became the
foundation of the minstrel show and began to be produced industrially on a large scale. Even as this
instrument found its way into rural white communities, however, the banjo remained central to African
American musical performance.

Twentieth-century musicians incorporated the instrument into styles ranging from ragtime and jazz to
Dixieland, bluegrass, reggae, and pop. Versatile and enduring, the banjo combines rhythm and melody into a
single unmistakable sound that resonates with strength and purpose. From the earliest days of American
history, the banjo’s sound has allowed folk musicians to create community and joy even while protesting
oppression and injustice.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Banjo: America's African Instrument. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The
Banjo: America's African Instrument. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use
it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Doug Martin:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Banjo: America's African Instrument will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun.
Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Martin Dowling:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Banjo: America's
African Instrument is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Sergio Terry:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Banjo: America's African Instrument offer you a new experience in reading through a
book.
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