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A major contribution to the cultural and literary history of the Victorian age, Rule of Darkness maps the
complex relationship between Victorian literary forms, genres, and theories and imperialist, racist ideology.
Critics and cultural historians have usually regarded the Empire as being of marginal importance to early and
mid-Victorian writers. Patrick Brantlinger asserts that the Empire was central to British culture as a source of
ideological and artistic energy, both supported by and lending support to widespread belief in racial
superiority, the need to transform "savagery" into "civilization," and the urgency of promoting emigration.

Rule of Darkness brings together material from public records, memairs, popular culture, and canonical
literature. Brantlinger explores the influence of the novels of Captain Frederick Marryat, pioneer of British
adolescent adventure fiction, and shows the importance of William Makepeace Thackeray's experience of
Indiato his novels. He treats a number of Victorian best sellers previously ignored by literary historians,
including the Anglo-Indian writer Philip Meadows Taylor's Confessions of a Thug and Seeta. Brantlinger
situates explorers narratives and travel ogues by such famous author-adventurers as David Livingstone and
Sir Richard Burton in relation to other forms of Victorian and Edwardian prose. Through readings of works
by Arthur Conan Doyle, Joseph Conrad, H. Rider Haggard, Rudyard Kipling, John Hobson, and many
others, he considers representations of Africa, India, and other non-British parts of the world in both fiction
and nonfiction.

The most comprehensive study yet of literature and imperialism in the early and mid-Victorian years, Rule of
Darkness offers, in addition, arevisionary interpretation of imperialism as a significant factor in later British
cultura history, from the 1880s to World War I. It is essentia reading for anyone concerned with Victorian
culture and society and, more generally, with the relationship between Victorian writers and imperialism,
‘and between racist ideology and patterns of domination in modern history.
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From reader reviews:
Mélisa White:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but till relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Rule of Darkness: British Literature
and Imperialism, 1830-1914, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to missit?
What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Kristen Mazur:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Rule of Darkness: British
Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's observe.

Alice Resder:

Isit anindividual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rule of Darkness: British Literature and
Imperialism, 1830-1914 can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Henry Stanton:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Rule of Darkness: British Literature and
Imperialism, 1830-1914 to make your reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to seeit and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up abook and learn it. Beside that the book Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism,
1830-1914 can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of their time.
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