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Cottonwood and the River of Time looks at some of the approaches scientists have used to unravel the
puzzles of the natural world. With a lifetime of work in forestry and genetics to guide him, Reinhard Stettler
celebrates both what has been learned and what still remains a mystery as he examines not only cottonwoods
but also trees more generally, their evolution, and their relationship to society.

Cottonwoods flourish on the verge, near streams and rivers. Their life cycle is closely attuned to the river's
natural dynamics. An ever-changing floodplain keeps generating new opportunities for these pioneers to
settle and prepare the ground for new species. Perpetual change is the story of cottonwoods -- but in a
broader sense, the story of all trees and all kinds of life. Through the long parade of generation after
generation, as rivers meander and glaciers advance and retreat, trees have adapted and persisted, some for
thousands of years. How do they do this? And more urgently, what lessons can we learn from the study of
trees to preserve and manage our forests for an uncertain future?

In his search for answers, Stettler moves from the floodplain of a West Cascade river, where seedlings
compete for a foothold, to mountain slopes, where aspens reveal their genetic differences in colorful
displays; from the workshops of Renaissance artists who painted their masterpieces on poplar to labs where
geneticists have recently succeeded in sequencing a cottonwood's genome; from the intensively cultivated
tree plantations along the Columbia to old-growth forests challenged by global warming.

Natural selection and adaptation, the comparable advantages and disadvantages of sexual versus asexual
reproduction, the history of plant domestication, and the purposes, risks, and potential benefits of genetic
engineering are a few of the many chapters in this story. By offering lessons in how nature works, as well as
how science can help us understand it, Cottonwood and the River of Time illuminates connections between
the physical, biological, and social worlds.
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From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Cottonwood and the River of Time: On
Trees, Evolution, and Society will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book
with you?

Stewart Ramirez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Cottonwood and the River of
Time: On Trees, Evolution, and Society. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Teresita Donahue:

You can obtain this Cottonwood and the River of Time: On Trees, Evolution, and Society by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Arthur Ramires:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Cottonwood and the River of Time: On Trees, Evolution,
and Society as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Cottonwood and the River of Time: On Trees, Evolution, and Society to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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