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The purpose of art, the Paris-trained artist Amrita Sher-Gil wrote in 1936, is to "create the forms of the
future” by “draw[ing] its inspiration from the present.” Through art, new worlds can be imagined into
existence as artists cultivate forms of belonging and networks of association that oppose colonialist and
nationalist norms. Drawing on Edward Said’s notion of “affiliation” as a critical and cultural imperative
against empire and nation-state, Worldly Affiliations traces the emergence of a national art world in
twentieth-century India and emphasizes its cosmopolitan ambitions and orientations. Sonal Khullar focuses
on four major Indian artists—Sher-Gil, Maqbool Fida Husain, K. G. Subramanyan, and Bhupen
Khakhar—situating their careers within national and global histories of modernism and modernity. Through
a close analysis of original artwork, archival materials, artists’ writing, and period criticism, Khullar provides
a vivid historical account of the state and stakes of artistic practice in India from the late colonial through
postcolonial periods. She discusses the shifting terms of Indian artists’ engagement with the West—an urgent
yet fraught project in the wake of British colonialism—and to a lesser extent with African and Latin
American cultural movements such as Négritude and Mexican muralism. Written in a lucid and engaging
style, this book links artistic developments in India to newly emerging histories of modern art in Asia,
Africa, and Latin America. Drawing on original research in the twenty-first-century art world, Khullar shows
the persistence of modernism in contemporary art from India and compares its function to Walter Benjamin’s
ruin. In the work of contemporary artists from India, modernism is the ground from which to imagine
futures. This richly illustrated study juxtaposes little-known, rarely seen, or previously unpublished works of
modern and contemporary art with historical works, popular or mass-reproduced images, and documentary
photographs. Its innovative art program renders newly visible the aesthetic and political achievements of
Indian modernism.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Grinder:

The book untitled Worldly Affiliations: Artistic Practice, National Identity, and Modernism in India, 1930-
1990 is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Worldly Affiliations: Artistic Practice,
National Identity, and Modernism in India, 1930-1990 from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Sonia Cancel:

The book untitled Worldly Affiliations: Artistic Practice, National Identity, and Modernism in India, 1930-
1990 contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works.
It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Rachel Leadbetter:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Worldly Affiliations: Artistic
Practice, National Identity, and Modernism in India, 1930-1990 can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Steven Hackett:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
Worldly Affiliations: Artistic Practice, National Identity, and Modernism in India, 1930-1990 when you
needed it?
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