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In The Gods of Revolution, Christopher Dawson brought to bear, as Glanmor Williams said, "his brilliantly
perceptive powers of analysis on the French Revolution. . . . In so doing he reversed the trends of recent
historiography which has concentrated primarily on examining the social and economic context of that great
upheaval."

Dawson underlines the fact that the Revolution was not animated by democratic ideals but rather reflected an
authoritarian liberalism often marked by a fundamental contempt for the populace, described by Voltaire as
"the 'canaill€’ that is not worthy of enlightenment and which deservesits yoke." The old Christian order had
stressed a common faith and common service shared by nobles and peasants alike but Rousseau "pleads the
cause of the individual against society, the poor against the rich, and the people against the privileged
classes." It is Rousseau whom Dawson describes as the spiritual father of the new age in disclosing a new
spirit of revolutionary idealism expressed in liberalism, socialism and anarchism. But the old unity was not
replaced by anew form. Dawson insists the whole period following the Revolution is "characterized by a
continual struggle between conflicting ideologies,” and the periods of relative stabilization such asthe
Napoleonic restoration, Victorian liberalism in England, and capitalist imperialism in the second German
empire "have been compromises or temporary truces between two periods of conquest.” Thisleadsto his
assertion that "the survival of western culture demands unity as well as freedom, and the great problem of
our time is how these two essentials are to be reconciled.”

This reconciliation will require more than technological efficiency for "afree society requires a higher
degree of spiritual unity than atotalitarian one. Hence the spiritual integration of western cultureis essential
toitstemporal survival." It isto Christianity alone that western culture "must look for leadership and help in
restoring the moral and spiritual unity of our civilization," for it alone has the influence, "in ethics, in
education, in literature, and in social action” sufficiently strong to achieve this end.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Christopher Dawson (1889-1970) is recognized as one of the most important Catholic historians of the
twentieth century, authoring numerous books, articles, and scholarly monographs. Dawson was lecturer in
the History of Culture, University College, Exeter; Gifford lecturer; and Charles Chauncey Stillman Chair of
Roman Catholic Studies at Harvard University from 1958 to 1962.
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From reader reviews:
Sara Otoole:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The
Gods of Revolution (Worlds of Christopher Dawson)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

William M cNally:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich can be aways change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Gods of Revolution (Worlds of
Christopher Dawson) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Carol Hamilton:

The experience that you get from The Gods of Revolution (Worlds of Christopher Dawson) is the more deep
you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Gods of Revolution (Worlds of Christopher Dawson)
giving you joy fedling of reading. The author conveystheir point in certain way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific The Gods of Revolution
(Worlds of Christopher Dawson) instantly.

Micah Clark:

The particular book The Gods of Revolution (Worlds of Christopher Dawson) has alot associated with on it.
So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.
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