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The 1920s and 30s were key decades for the history of American social science. The success of such
quantitative disciplines as economics and psychology during World War I forced social scientists to
reexamine their methods and practices and to consider recasting their field as a more objective science
separated from its historical foundation in social reform. The debate that ensued, fiercely conducted in
books, articles, correspondence, and even presidential addresses, made its way into every aspect of social
science thought of the period and is the subject of this book.
Mark C. Smith first provides a historical overview of the controversy over the nature and future of the social
sciences in early twentieth-century America and, then through a series of intellectual biographies, offers an
intensive study of the work and lives of major figures who participated in this debate. Using an extensive
range of materials, from published sources to manuscript collections, Smith examines
"objectivists"—economist Wesley Mitchell and political scientist Charles Merriam—and the more
"purposive thinkers"—historian Charles Beard, sociologist Robert Lynd, and political scientist and neo-
Freudian Harold Lasswell. He shows how the debate over objectivity and social purpose was central to their
professional and personal lives as well as to an understanding of American social science between the two
world wars. These biographies bring to vivid life a contentious moment in American intellectual history and
reveal its significance in the shaping of social science in this country.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Williams:

The book Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918–1941
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best
thing like a book Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose,
1918–1941? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Social Science in the
Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918–1941 has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Karen McCarthy:

The reserve untitled Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose,
1918–1941 is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Social Science in the Crucible: The
American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918–1941 from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Patricia Phipps:

Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918–1941 can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and
Purpose, 1918–1941 nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Brian Scheele:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Social Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over
Objectivity and Purpose, 1918–1941 can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book
you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand,



by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Social
Science in the Crucible: The American Debate over Objectivity and Purpose, 1918–1941.
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