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In this book, Aleš Debeljak offers a refreshing alternative to postmodernists such as Baudrillard, who declare
the death of art conceived as yet another source of rootless, circulating fictions. Inspired by the melancholy
critical theory of Adorno and Benjamin, and drawing on Weber, Debeljak shows that with the dawning of
modernity, art was made autonomous. Art production was effectively emancipated from the exigencies of
everyday life and its guiding ideal of purposive rationality. The Renaissance brought on the first stage in a
long, gradual withdrawal of art from the hitherto dominant mythological, religious, and aristocratic
legitimization. Yet it was not until the 18th century that art assumed the separate status of a commodity to be
bought and sold. However, art paid a price for its autonomy; through commodification art production
ultimately become an extension of capitalist logic and control. The deterioration of bourgeois liberal
individualism into the narcissism of mass society accompanied the decomposition of art into simplified mass
art and commercialized kitsch. Maintaining its formal autonomy (museums, galleries, etc.), its content
became the universal object of indirect corporate exploitation. Today postmodern art, argues Debeljak, is
subjected to infinite reproducibility, total integration into mass society, and political resignation?no longer
representing an alternative reality. The postmodern institution of art thus cannot be simply cured of modern
structures and assumptions, but is, instead, fated to a continuous and painful relationship with modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Whitney:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Reluctant Modernity.

Jimmy Robertson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Reluctant Modernity, you could enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Herman Pruitt:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Reluctant Modernity that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Reluctant Modernity become your current starter.

Robert Beaubien:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Reluctant Modernity reserve written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Reluctant Modernity as good book not just by the cover
but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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