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“James Polk’s portrait of America is riveting . . . his arguments are sound and convincing. An important,
fascinating book written with a strong message.”—Norm Goldman, Bookpleasures.com

It is James Polk’s belief that North Americans have largely abandoned the public sphere for the sake of
individual fortune. In The Triumph of Ignorance and Bliss, he examines the foundations of a culture that he
sees as favoring firepower over diplomacy, passions from the pulpit over rational critique, and the star appeal
of media idols over the struggle with real problems. Where engaged public discourse should channel
effective dissent, there is ignorance; where public outrage should ignite corrective action to oppose the status
quo, there is bliss.

Polk portrays a society sidetracked by television-inspired fantasies of fame, fun, and perfect bodies; where
public school systems are close to collapse; where millions live without health insurance; where tax policies
openly favor the wealthiest; where corporations brazenly take control, not only of decision-making
processes, but also of the very means by which issues, content, and public priorities are defined,
communicated, and dealt with; where the optimism of the past has been replaced by a sense of despair and
foreboding because of abuses of trust.

Deeply influenced by both the Frankfurt School of Critical Theory and twentieth-century phenomenology,
James Polk holds a PhD in philosophy for his work on Immanuel Kant and Martin Heidegger. Other
publications include essays and translations in social philosophy and comparative social history. Polk
currently teaches at the University of Southern California, Los Angeles.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Jones:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss:
Pathologies of Public America will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book
with you?

Derek Morton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of
Public America had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of
Public America is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public America. You never really
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Kline:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the publication untitled Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss: Pathologies of Public
America can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Craig Rushing:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Truimph of Ignorance and Bliss:
Pathologies of Public America which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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