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The “The Trial of Phillis Wheatley” selected as winner in eLit awards for 2015 for drama.  “The Trial of
Phillis Wheatley” By Ronald Wheatley In a preface to the book “Phillis Wheatley and Her Poetry,” Professor
Henry Louis Gates asked of an assemblage of distinguished men who gathered at the Governor’s Council
Chamber room in the Old State House (“Common House”) in Boston in the fall of 1772: “Why had this
august group been assembled? Why had it seen fit to summon this young African girl, scarcely eighteen
years old, before it?” This group of ‘the most respectable Characters in Boston,’ as it would later define
itself, had assembled to question closely the African adolescent on the slender sheaf of poems that she
claimed to have ‘written by herself.’” This young “African girl” was Phillis Wheatley. “The Trial of Phillis
Wheatley” is a courtroom drama because it “depicts” what happened in the Governor’s Council Chamber
room that day. However, as important as she is to our history and to the drama, the play is not just about
Phillis. The play is also about the men in that room and the test that they were facing. The test of overcoming
their own prejudices to be willing to put their signature on a document attesting that this African household
slave of John and Susannah Wheatley had written a number of poems compiled in a small manuscript. A
Negro slave author was a phenomenon that was unique to these men, to Boston, and to a young America.
Only if the largely older and all white men in that room were willing to put their names to this attestation
would this manuscript have a chance of being published. The consequences of this action for these men were
possible ridicule, and the threat of physical violence from an external force, the Boston gang, under the
leadership of Ebenezer Mackintosh, street brawler and charismatic leader of the South End Gang. The final
verdict would change American History.
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From reader reviews:

Mario Rice:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book The Trial of Phillis Wheatley was filled regarding science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Isaiah Owen:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Trial of Phillis Wheatley or maybe
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Trial of Phillis Wheatley to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

James Butler:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Trial of Phillis Wheatley can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Jessica Harris:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From the
book The Trial of Phillis Wheatley we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For
being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Trial of Phillis Wheatley. You can more
desirable than now.
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