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From the Bible’s “Canst thou raise leviathan with a hook?” to Captain Ahab’s “From Hell’s heart I stab at
thee!,” from the trials of Job to the legends of Sinbad, whales have breached in the human imagination as
looming figures of terror, power, confusion, and mystery.

In the twentieth century, however, our understanding of and relationship to these superlatives of creation
underwent some astonishing changes, and with The Sounding of the Whale, D. Graham Burnett tells the
fascinating story of the transformation of cetaceans from grotesque monsters, useful only as wallowing kegs
of fat and fertilizer, to playful friends of humanity, bellwethers of environmental devastation, and, finally,
totems of the counterculture in the Age of Aquarius. When Burnett opens his story, ignorance reigns: even
Nature was misclassifying whales at the turn of the century, and the only biological study of the species was
happening in gruesome Arctic slaughterhouses. But in the aftermath of World War I, an international effort
to bring rational regulations to the whaling industry led to an explosion of global research—and regulations
that, while well-meaning, were quashed, or widely flouted, by whaling nations, the first shot in a battle that
continues to this day. The book closes with a look at the remarkable shift in public attitudes toward whales
that began in the 1960s, as environmental concerns and new discoveries about whale behavior combined to
make whales an object of sentimental concern and public adulation.

A sweeping history, grounded in nearly a decade of research, The Sounding of the Whale tells a remarkable
story of how science, politics, and simple human wonder intertwined to transform the way we see these
behemoths from below.
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From reader reviews:

David Robinson:

The book The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave
the great thing like a book The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century? A
number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Sounding of the Whale: Science
and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Cathy Spearman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Sounding
of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century suitable to you? Often the book was written
by popular writer in this era. The book untitled The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the
Twentieth Centuryis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know
before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core
of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Bessie Barrett:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the
Twentieth Century why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Catherine Nelson:

You can obtain this The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to



choose correct ways for you.
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