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“All ages of the world have not produced a greater statesman and philosopher combined.”
—John Adams

He squared off against Caesar and was friends with young Brutus. He advised the legendary Pompey on his
somewhat botched transition from military hero to politician. He lambasted Mark Antony and was master of
the smear campaign, as feared for his wit as he was for exposing his opponents’ sexual peccadilloes.
Brilliant, voluble, cranky, a genius of political manipulation but also a true patriot and idealist, Cicero was
Rome’s most feared politician, one of the greatest lawyers and statesmen of all times. Machiavelli, Queen
Elizabeth, John Adams and Winston Churchill all studied his example. No man has loomed larger in the
political history of mankind.

In this dynamic and engaging biography, Anthony Everitt plunges us into the fascinating, scandal-ridden
world of ancient Rome in its most glorious heyday. Accessible to us through his legendary speeches but also
through an unrivaled collection of unguarded letters to his close friend Atticus, Cicero comes to life in these
pages as a witty and cunning political operator.

Cicero leapt onto the public stage at twenty-six, came of age during Spartacus’ famous revolt of the
gladiators and presided over Roman law and politics for almost half a century. He foiled the legendary
Catiline conspiracy, advised Pompey, the victorious general who brought the Middle East under Roman rule,
and fought to mobilize the Senate against Caesar. He witnessed the conquest of Gaul, the civil war that
followed and Caesar’s dictatorship and assassination. Cicero was a legendary defender of freedom and a
model, later, to French and American revolutionaries who saw themselves as following in his footsteps in
their resistance to tyranny.

Anthony Everitt’s biography paints a caustic picture of Roman politics—where Senators were endlessly
filibustering legislation, walking out, rigging the calendar and exposing one another’s sexual escapades, real
or imagined, to discredit their opponents. This was a time before slander and libel laws, and the
stories—about dubious pardons, campaign finance scandals, widespread corruption, buying and rigging
votes, wife-swapping, and so on—make the Lewinsky affair and the U.S. Congress seem chaste.

Cicero was a wily political operator. As a lawyer, he knew no equal. Boastful, often incapable of making up
his mind, emotional enough to wander through the woods weeping when his beloved daughter died in
childbirth, he emerges in these pages as intensely human, yet he was also the most eloquent and astute
witness to the last days of Republican Rome.

On Cicero:

“He taught us how to think."
—Voltaire

“I tasted the beauties of language, I breathed the spirit of freedom, and I imbibed from his precepts and
examples the public and private sense of a man.”
—Edward Gibbon



“Who was Cicero: a great speaker or a demagogue?”
—Fidel Castro

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Johnson:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Cicero: The Life and Times of Rome's
Greatest Politician will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or ideal book with you?

David Boggs:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Cicero: The Life and Times of Rome's Greatest
Politician can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Chris Walker:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Cicero: The Life and Times of Rome's Greatest
Politician can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Cicero:
The Life and Times of Rome's Greatest Politician.

Ronald Tanaka:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Cicero: The Life and Times of Rome's
Greatest Politician to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book
and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the
book Cicero: The Life and Times of Rome's Greatest Politician can to be your brand-new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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