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The written word has been a central bearer of culture since antiquity. But its position is now being
challenged by the powerful media of electronic communication. In this penetrating and witty book James
O'Donnell takes a reading on the promise and the threat of electronic technology for our literate future.

In Avatars of the Word O'Donnell reinterprets today's communication revolution through a series of refracted
comparisons with earlier revolutionary periods: the transition from oral to written culture, from the papyrus
scroll to the codex, from copied manuscript to print. His engaging portrayals of these analogous epochal
moments suggest that our steps into cyberspace are not as radical as we might think. Observing how
technologies of the word have affected the shaping of culture in the past, and how technological
transformation has been managed, we regain models that can help us navigate the electronic transformation
now underway. Concluding with a focus on the need to rethink the modern university, O'Donnell specifically
addresses learning and teaching in the humanities, proposing ways to seek the greatest benefit from
electronic technologies while steering clear of their potential pitfalls.
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From reader reviews:

Lola Hernandez:

Here thing why this specific Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open
up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to
Cyberspace in e-book can be your choice.

Tammy Robinson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

John Day:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get before. The Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace giving you a
different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better
life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Mary Gonzalez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information



simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace this book consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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