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"Their verse . . . is strikingly different. Michael's poems are interior, fragmentary, and austere, often stripped
down to single-word lines; they seethe with incipient violence. Matthew's are effusive, ecstatic, and all-
embracing, spilling over with pop-cultural references and exuberant carnality." —The New Yorker

Identical twins Michael and Matthew Dickman once invented their own language. Now they have invented
an exhilarating book of poem-plays about the fifty states. Pointed, comic, and surreal, these one-page
vignettes feature unusual staging and an eclectic cast of characters—landforms, lobsters, and historical
figures including Duke Ellington, Sacajawea, Judy Garland, and Kenneth Koch, the avant-garde spirit
informing this book introduced by playwright John Guare.

"Lucky in Kansas"

Judy Garland: This is always the worst part
Tin Man: The coming back
Judy Garland: Yes, it fucking sucks, it's depressing as shit
The Lion: Well, we're lucky to still be employed at this farm
Straw Man: I wouldn't call it lucky
The Lion: We were lucky to get back
Straw Man: That's not really lucky either I don't think you know what lucky means
Judy Garland: It's funny what you miss
Tin Man: The running
Judy Garland: The flying
Tin Man: The flying monkeys
Judy Garland: The beautiful flying monkeys above the endless emeralds the unbelievably green world

Michael Dickman and Matthew Dickman are identical twins who were born and raised in Portland,
Oregon. Michael received the 2010 James Laughlin Award for his second collection Flies (Copper Canyon
Press, 2011). Matthew won the prestigious APR/Honickman Award for his debut volume, All-American
Poem.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

This 50 American Plays (Poems) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of 50
American Plays (Poems) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't always be worry 50 American Plays (Poems) can bring whenever you are and not make
your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
phone. This 50 American Plays (Poems) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Ruth Ward:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name 50 American Plays
(Poems) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled 50
American Plays (Poems)is the main of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Stephanie Gilley:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. 50 American Plays (Poems) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual
who have those short spare time problems.

Anna Baron:

Beside this 50 American Plays (Poems) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have 50 American
Plays (Poems) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book
but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in
the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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