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From the acclaimed cultural historian Philip F. Gura comes Truth's Ragged Edge, a comprehensive and
original history of the American novel's first century. Grounded in Gura's extensive consideration of the
diverse range of important early novels, not just those that remain widely read today, this book recovers
many long-neglected but influential writers?such as the escaped slave Harriet Jacobs, the free black
Philadelphian Frank J. Webb, and the irrepressible John Neal?to paint a complete and authoritative portrait
of the era. Gura also gives us the key to understanding what sets the early novel apart, arguing that it is
distinguished by its roots in "the fundamental religiosity of American life." Our nation's pioneering novelists,
it turns out, wrote less in the service of art than of morality.

This history begins with a series of firsts: the very first American novel, William Hill Brown's The Power of
Sympathy, published in 1789; the first bestsellers, Susanna Rowson's Charlotte Temple and Hannah Webster
Foster's The Coquette, novels that were, like Brown's, cautionary tales of seduction and betrayal; and the first
native genre, religious tracts, which were parables intended to instruct the Christian reader. Gura shows that
the novel did not leave behind its proselytizing purpose, even as it evolved. We see Catharine Maria
Sedgwick in the 1820s conceiving of A New-England Tale as a critique of Puritanism's harsh strictures, as
well as novelists pushing secular causes: George Lippard's The Quaker City, from 1844, was a dark warning
about growing social inequality. In the next decade certain writers?Hawthorne and Melville most
famously?began to depict interiority and doubt, and in doing so nurtured a broader cultural shift, from social
concern to individualism, from faith in a distant god to faith in the self.

Rich in subplots and detail, Gura's narrative includes enlightening discussions of the technologies that
modernized publishing and allowed for the printing of novels on a mass scale, and of the lively cultural
journals and literary salons of early nineteenth-century New York and Boston. A book for the reader of
history no less than the reader of fiction, Truth's Ragged Edge?the title drawn from a phrase in Melville,
about the ambiguity of truth?is an indispensable guide to the fascinating, unexpected origins of the American
novel.
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From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Truth's Ragged
Edge: The Rise of the American Novel? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Shannon Grant:

This book untitled Truth's Ragged Edge: The Rise of the American Novel to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Charles Baker:

Precisely why? Because this Truth's Ragged Edge: The Rise of the American Novel is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Nancy Deanda:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Truth's Ragged Edge: The Rise of the
American Novel or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Truth's Ragged Edge: The Rise of the American Novel to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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