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A wholly original, compellingly human portrait of the "divine Marquis," the enigmatic legend whose name is
synonymous with brutal perversion and desirous cruelty.

Against a magnificently embroidered backdrop of eighteenth-century France, Neil Schaeffer reconstructs the
almost incredible adventures of Donatien-Alphonse-Francois de Sade. When he was a young man, married
off against his wishes to a middle-class heiress, his insatiable sexual appetites and disdain for all forms of
convention drew him into a series of scandals, first with prostitutes and then with his sister-in-law. His
enraged, social-climbing mother-in-law conspired with the authorities, and the result was Sade's thirteen-year
imprisonment without trial. Later, freed by the Revolution, the brilliantly protean Marquis became a
revolutionary leader himself and then narrowly escaped the guillotine. But with the publication of the novels
he wrote behind bars, books denounced as lewd and blasphemous, he was again imprisoned. Under
Napoleon, Sade spent almost twelve years in an insane asylum, where he died at the age of seventy-four
following a final dalliance with a teenage girl.  

Schaeffer reveals the surprisingly unsadistic Sade: his capacity for deep romantic love, his passionate
adherence to Enlightenment principles, his inexhaustible charm, his delusional paranoia. And through a
dazzling reading of his novels, including the notorious masterpiece 120 Days of Sodom, he argues
powerfully for Sade as one of the great literary imaginations of the eighteenth century, one who maintained a
lifelong, ultimately self-destructive argument against the limitations of authority and morality. Based on a
decade of research, The Marquis de Sade is a definitive work that shatters nearly two hundred years of
myth to reveal an irresistible Promethean figure of astonishing complexity.
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From reader reviews:

Teressa Fernandez:

The book The Marquis de Sade: A Life can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The Marquis de Sade: A Life?
A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Marquis de Sade: A
Life has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Daniel Engle:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Marquis de
Sade: A Life, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Mary Christensen:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Marquis de Sade: A Life is simple to
develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space
to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Billy Doyle:

This The Marquis de Sade: A Life is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you
who still having bit of digest in reading this The Marquis de Sade: A Life can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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