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Drawing on a wonderful array of sources, from fashion magazines such as Harper's Bazaar and Vogue to
department store records and surviving garments, The American Look presents a rich and multi-faceted
exploration of the development of a distinct New York fashion style in the 1930s and 1940s.

Tracing the growth of the sportswear fashion industry from its functional origins to its adoption as casual
wear for all occasions by career women and housewives alike, author Rebecca Arnold shows how New
York's emergent style in the interwar period was both dynamic and modern--much like the city itself. She
argues that its essence was expressive of the American ideal of athletic, long-limbed figures and related to
theories of body image, gender and class; that its designers such as Claire McCardell, Clare Potter and Tina
Leser, were themselves embodiments of the modern, active woman; and that its style was connected not just
to ideals of patriotism and democracy, but to notions of cleanliness and hygiene.

Beautifully illustrated, The American Look offers a unique insight into fashion, modernity and ideas of
Americanness in the twentieth century. 
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From reader reviews:

Edris Sibert:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled The American Look:
Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s New York? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Hazel Park:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book The American Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of
Women in 1930s and 1940s New York has been making you to know about other expertise and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The American Look: Sportswear,
Fashion and the Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s New York is not only giving you far more new
information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book The American Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the
Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s New York. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Danny Jarosz:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
American Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s New York, you may tells
your family, friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
book.

Kevin Caputo:

The reserve untitled The American Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s
New York is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The American



Look: Sportswear, Fashion and the Image of Women in 1930s and 1940s New York from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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