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Individualism is arguably the most vital tenet of American national identity: American cultural heroes tend to
be mavericks and nonconformists, and independence is the fulcrum of the American origin story. But in the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, a number of American artists, writers, and educational
philosophers cast imitation and emulation as central to the linked projects of imagining the self and
consolidating the nation. Tracing continuities between literature, material culture, and pedagogical theory,
William Huntting Howell uncovers an America that celebrated the virtues of humility, contingency, and
connection to a complex whole over ambition and distinction.

Against Self-Reliance revalues and rethinks what it meant to be repetitive, derivative or pointedly generic in
the early republic and beyond. Howell draws on such varied sources as Benjamin Franklin's programs for
moral reform, Phillis Wheatley's devotional poetry, David Rittenhouse's coins and astronomical machines,
Benjamin Rush's psychological and political theory, Susanna Rowson's schoolbooks, and the novels of
Charles Brockden Brown and Herman Melville to tease out patterns of dependence in early America. With
its incisive critique of America's storied heroic individualism, Against Self-Reliance argues that the arts of
dependence were—and are—critical to the project of American independence.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Brown:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Against Self-Reliance: The Arts of Dependence in the
Early United States (Early American Studies) as your daily resource information.

Betty Young:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually Against Self-Reliance: The Arts of Dependence in the Early United States (Early American
Studies).

Jennifer Rogers:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Against Self-Reliance: The Arts of
Dependence in the Early United States (Early American Studies) publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still skepticism Against Self-Reliance: The Arts of Dependence in the Early United States
(Early American Studies) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that
can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Marivel Tye:

This Against Self-Reliance: The Arts of Dependence in the Early United States (Early American Studies) is
great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using
great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Against Self-Reliance: The Arts of
Dependence in the Early United States (Early American Studies) in your hand like finding the world in your



arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or
fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active
do you still doubt that will?
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