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Political and social commentators regularly bemoan the decline of morality in the modern world. They claim
that the norms and values that held society together in the past are rapidly eroding, to be replaced by
permissiveness and empty hedonism. But as Edward Rubin demonstrates in this powerful account of moral
transformations, these prophets of doom are missing the point. Morality is not diminishing; instead, a new
morality, centered on an ethos of human self-fulfillment, is arising to replace the old one.

As Rubin explains, changes in morality have gone hand in hand with changes in the prevailing mode of
governance throughout the course of Western history. During the Early Middle Ages, a moral system based
on honor gradually developed. In a dangerous world where state power was declining, people relied on
bonds of personal loyalty that were secured by generosity to their followers and violence against their
enemies. That moral order, exemplified in the early feudal system and in sagas like The Song of Roland, The
Song of the Cid, and the Arthurian legends has faded, but its remnants exist today in criminal organizations
like the Mafia and in the rap music of the urban ghettos. When state power began to revive in the High
Middle Ages through the efforts of the European monarchies, and Christianity became more institutionally
effective and more spiritually intense, a new morality emerged. Described by Rubin as the morality of higher
purposes, it demanded that people devote their personal efforts to achieving salvation and their social efforts
to serving the emerging nation-states. It insisted on social hierarchy, confined women to subordinate roles,
restricted sex to procreation, centered child-rearing on moral inculcation, and countenanced slavery and the
marriage of pre-teenage girls to older men.

Our modern era, which began in the late 18th century, has seen the gradual erosion of this morality of higher
purposes and the rise of a new morality of self-fulfillment, one that encourages individuals to pursue the
most meaningful and rewarding life-path. Far from being permissive or a moral abdication, it demands that
people respect each other's choices, that sex be mutually enjoyable, that public positions be allocated
according to merit, and that society provide all its members with their minimum needs so that they have the
opportunity to fulfill themselves. Where people once served the state, the state now functions to serve the
people. The clash between this ascending morality and the declining morality of higher purposes is the
primary driver of contemporary political and cultural conflict.

A sweeping, big-idea book in the vein of Francis Fukuyama's The End of History, Charles Taylor's The
Secular Age, and Richard Sennett's The Fall of Public Man, Edward Rubin's new volume promises to
reshape our understanding of morality, its relationship to government, and its role in shaping the emerging
world of High Modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Villa:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what type you should start with. This Soul, Self, and Society: The New Morality and the Modern State
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Orlando Hernandez:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Soul, Self, and Society: The New Morality and the Modern State book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer involving Soul, Self, and Society: The New Morality and the Modern State content conveys
objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Soul, Self, and Society: The New Morality
and the Modern State is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Tom Burkhardt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Soul, Self, and Society: The New
Morality and the Modern State book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
uncertainty Soul, Self, and Society: The New Morality and the Modern State as good book but not only by
the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Donald Lester:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the Soul, Self, and Society: The New Morality and the Modern State when you desired it?
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