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ABOUT THE BOOK

I believe it was  Arthur C. Clarke who once said that science fiction rarely tries to predict the future, but
rather tries to prevent it. In many ways, he’s absolutely right. The purpose of great science fiction isn’t to
show us what our future will be, but to help us reflect, question and ultimately transcend the limitations of
our current mindset.

When we consider the great science fiction writers of the previous two centuries. Literary greats such as
Verne, Wells, Niven and Asimov may have spun tales that were highly engaging thought experiments,
possibly thought-provoking, but ultimately no more able to predict the future than say one’s daily horoscope.

Naturally, when it comes to an author of Robert Heinlein’s somewhat conservative orientation,  Stranger in a
Strange Land is somewhat surprising. The novel was published in 1961 and as such reflects much of the
“morés” prevalent during the late 1950s and early 1960s. As such, themes such as “free love” versus
religious conservatism clash. Consider for instance how one of the novel’s female characters opines that
women are to blame for ninety percent of rapes. Such a view may have been typical in the 1950s, but it isn’t
one that is as widely embraced.

The novel’s main protagonist takes on a somewhat Messianic figure. But what’s interesting is the novel
remains unclear about whether or not this is meant to be a good or bad thing.

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

There is a great deal of philosophizing in addition to a rather cinematically pleasing display of his special
abilities. Harshaw also asks Jill to try to learn Martian from Smith in order to better facilitate communication
with him. The readers learn of Smith’s remorse over his using his powers to make the government agents
that were chasing them “disappear”.

However, we also learn that the Martians in the novel’s world seem to practice ritualistic cannibalism. In
fact, Smith actually  articulates his desire to eat Harshaw’s corpse when he passes. This does not sit well with
Duke, Harshaw’s manservant, who is also in charge of maintaining everything technological within the
household.

Harshaw actually almost fires Duke after the latter shared his misgivings about Smith’s apparent
cannibalism. In fact, Duke even refuses to eat at the same table as Smith, a sentiment that incites Harshaw’s
anger. Duke would have lost his job had he not also told Harshaw that despite his misgivings about the
strange man, Duke did not consider Smith dangerous. Harshaw tells Duke that he can keep his job so long as
he continues to eat at the same table as everyone. He also encourages Duke to become Smith’s “water-
brother”, albeit warning him not to take the ceremony lightly.



Duke seems to represent the typical Westerner’s response to Smith’s “alien” culture, whereas  Harshaw is
meant to be more open-minded and accepting of individualism...

Buy the book to continue reading!
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From reader reviews:

Eric Ray:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book.
One of them is this Quicklet on Robert Heinlein's Stranger in a Strange Land (CliffNotes-like Book
Summary and Analysis).

Douglas Stevens:

The guide with title Quicklet on Robert Heinlein's Stranger in a Strange Land (CliffNotes-like Book
Summary and Analysis) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement
of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Sarah Winship:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Quicklet on Robert Heinlein's Stranger
in a Strange Land (CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Quicklet on Robert Heinlein's
Stranger in a Strange Land (CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) become your personal starter.

Melvin Robinson:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Quicklet on Robert Heinlein's Stranger in a
Strange Land (CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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